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PAT METHENY UNITY GROUP

Pat Metheny was born in 
Kansas City, Mo., on Aug. 12, 
1954, into a musical family. 

Starting on trumpet at the age of 
8, Metheny switched to guitar at 
age 12. By the age of 15, he was 
working regularly with the best jazz 
musicians in Kansas City, receiving 
valuable on-the-bandstand 
experience at an unusually young 
age.

Metheny first burst onto the 
international jazz scene in 1974. 
Over the course of his three-year 
stint with vibraphone great Gary 
Burton, the young Missouri native 
already displayed his soon-to-
become-trademarked playing 
style, which blended the loose and 
flexible articulation customarily 
reserved for horn players with an 
advanced rhythmic and harmonic 
sensibility – a way of playing and 
improvising that was modern in 
conception but grounded deeply in 
the jazz tradition of melody, swing 
and the blues.

With the release of his first 
album, “Bright Size Life” (1975), 
he reinvented the traditional jazz 
guitar sound for a new generation 
of players. Throughout his career, 
Metheny has continued to redefine 
the genre by using new technology 
and constantly working to evolve 
the improvisational and sonic 
potential of his instrument.

“The Unity Band project was life-
changing for me,” says Metheny. “I 
have led many groups of talented 

musicians, but what went down 
with that band on a night-after-
night basis was inspiring in a way 
that was really unlike anything else. 
When we did our last gig, as we 
walked off the stage all I could think 
about was that I didn’t want it to 
end, and I knew it was the same for 
Chris, Antonio and Ben too. 

“For the past few months, I have 
been trying to find a way to extend 
our time together,” Metheny says. 
“At the same time, I have been 
feeling the pull to do the kind of lush 
and harmonically dense music with 
lots more written material that has 
always been a big part of my larger 
groups and projects. One night I 
woke up with the tantalizing idea 
of really taking the ‘Unity’ concept 
all the way and forming a platform 
for the first time that could cover 
the entire spectrum of things that 
I have done as a bandleader over 
the years under one roof. With this 
lineup, everything from ‘Bright 
Size Life’ to ‘Secret Story’ to all of 
my Group stuff to ‘Song X’ could 
be within range – and more. And 
I expect to further integrate the 
‘Orchestrion’ concept into the 
fabric of what this band can be as 
well.”

For information, visit
www.patmetheny.com.
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